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1 Similar to ‘Mr.’, ‘Ms.’, or ‘Mrs.’ when addressing a teacher, haumana in halau address their kumu as 
‘aunty’ or ‘uncle’ as a sign of respect. 


















































































































































































































































3 It was a common belief that these men would get to live in a “Hawaii where they would no longer have to 
endure harsh winters or scalding summers. They also expected they would earn lots of money so that when 

























































































































































































































































































6 Personal communication with Junko Shimaura on August 11, 2017 
	
 
 
	
Similarities	between	hula	in	Japan	and	hula	in	Hawaii	include	real	and	true	
teaching	methods	and	using	hula	as	a	commercialization	aid.	Well-known	and	
respected	kumu	hula	from	Hawaii	travelling	into	Japan	to	teach	hula	to	the	
Japanese	contributes	to	keeping	hula	‘authentic’	by	teaching	students	hula	in	
Japan	just	like	how	students	in	Hawaii	would	be	taught.	With	this	in	mind,	it	is	
revealed	that	there	are	little	to	no	differences	between	hula	hālau	in	Japan	and	
hula	hālau	in	Hawaii.		
For	most	hula	dancers,	even	in	Hawaii,	the	main	goal	of	their	hula	journey	
is	to	one	day,	in	any	form,	participate	in	hula’s	most	prestigious	hula	competition	
in	Hawaii,	the	Merrie	Monarch	Festival.	For	hula	hālau	in	Japan	to	pursue	the	
same	goal	truly	shows	the	Japanese	commitment	to	authenticity	and	how	they	
fully	and	whole-heartedly	understand	and	embrace	the	Hawaiian	culture.		
This	thesis	concludes	that	hula	in	Japan	remains	authentic	due	to	the	
many	parallels	in	how	hula	is	taught,	honored,	and	embraced	between	hula	in	
Japan	and	hula	in	Hawaii.	The	dedication	and	willingness	by	the	Japanese	hula	
students	allows	hula	in	Japan	to	adhere	to	its	original	Hawaiian	roots.	Hula	has	
managed	to	gain	the	interest	of	the	entire	world,	but	the	Japanese	people	have	
become	one	of	hula’s	most	dedicated	fans.		
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